
St Joseph Parish Pastoral Council 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

 

Present were: Fr. Kevin Russeau (Pastor),  Amy Barrett (Chair), Chris Slott, Greg Lorch, Emmeline D’Agostino, 
Mark Stanish, Nancy Horvath, Steve Matz, Joe Larson, Pat Richter, Ed Jordanich, and Alicia Fullenkamp. Andrew 
Polaniecki, Mary Stepney, Trish Maher, Janel Charlton and Mandy Kinnucan were absent.  
Roman Smith and Tracy Maginn were present as prospective new members to the Pastoral Council. 

I. Opening Prayer: Amy Barrett opened the meeting with a prayer. 

II. Introduction of Tracy Maginn and Roman Smith 

     Fr. Kevin introduced Tracy and Roman to the Council. Tracy spoke to the council of joining the parish in 1996 
and told of her participation in the parish over the years including sending her four children through St. Joseph 
Grade School, volunteering for many school activities, helping to run the Christ Renews His Parish program, and 
baking for a myriad of events through the years. Tracy is a lawyer and has served past St. Joe pastors as an advisor 
in human resource matters. She is happy to be asked to serve on the Pastoral Council and would like to see how the 
parish works and understand its various commissions. 

     Roman has been active at St. Joseph Parish since 1977, and his late wife was a lifelong member of our parish. 
He remarried a year and a half ago. He has served two prior stints on the Pastoral Council from 1991-1994 and 
2006-2009 and is thrilled with the success of St. Joseph Church and School since he remembers facing suggestions 
of closing the school down in the early ‘90’s. He has served in many areas including the Children’s Liturgy, 
Christian Formation Commission, as a Eucharistic Minister, as a sacristan and was active for many years in St. 
Joe’s Scouting program. 

     Pastoral Council Commission Representatives were then asked to outline the role their commissions play in the 
parish. 

 Christian Formation – Chris Slott: Look for opportunities to educate the parish in catechetical ways as well 
as spiritually. They schedule events and bring in speakers to tie in with the liturgical calendar. They try to discern 
how parish is looking to grow in faith. Sometimes they coordinate events with other commissions. They host the 
Evening with Mary and Evening with St. Joseph. They provide resources in the church for Advent, Lent and Easter. 

 Liturgical Commission – Joe Larson: Decorate the church for Easter, Lent, and Christmas. Also do 
anything related to liturgies. Always trying to help people get the most out of Mass. 

 Stewardship Commission – Ed Jordanich: Commission has evolved greatly over the last few years, from 
primarily planning stewardship weekends to an effort at making stewardship part of the culture of our parish rather 
than a once a year focus. Now they work to find ways to fully engage the parish in stewardship year-round. 

 Christian Action – Organizes much of our parish outreach, such as HOPE missions, Catholic Worker, etc. 

 Community Life – organizes social events such as the picnic, chili cookoff, etc. 

     Tracy and Roman then left the room while the Council voted on whether to ask them to serve on the Council. 
They were both approved unanimously. 

 

 



III. Meeting Dates 2015-2016 

 Fr. Kevin distributed dates for next year’s Pastoral Council meetings:  August 27, October 1, November 19, 
January 14, 2016, March 3, 2016, April 21, 2016 and June 2, 2016. Fr. Kevin also asked Council to listen to what 
other parishioners are saying and feel free to add items to our meeting agendas if they warrant discussion. 

IV. Nomination/Vote for Chair and Vice-Chair for 2015-2016 

     A. Greg Lorch was nominated and elected as Chair of Council for the 2015-2016 year. 
     B. Nancy Horvath was nominated and elected as Vice-Chair of Council for the 2015-2016 year. 

 V. Construction 

      Fr. Kevin reported on a good meeting with the diocese on June 9th. He expected some challenges because all 
three bids on our school addition project came in higher than expected. Many construction companies are so busy 
now they are not even offering bids. Fr. Kevin did not want to move any further on his construction cap. He 
continues to insist the architects and bidders meet the $3 million budget. If we reach our Bridge the Gap extension 
goal of $900,000, we can do this. One reason Fr. Kevin will not move on costs is because he knows we have other 
large projects looming in the near future such as a school elevator and a new chiller. The Diocese was very 
impressed with what we have done and where we are in our fundraising. They gave us permission to break ground 
and begin construction! We are now waiting for reduced bids to be completed and then we can settle on and sign a 
contract. A groundbreaking and blessing ceremony will be scheduled once we have a contract in hand. 
     Council asked where cuts might come on the design plans and whether it would involve aesthetics or perhaps 
interiors. Fr. Kevin said we will likely forego a plaza, we may be able to save on the roof deck and the HVAC 
system. We will still have our classrooms, gym and green space. Architects and builders are looking at this now. 

      It was asked if the new apartment building on the northwest corner of Hill Street and Colfax will affect our street 
parking and school pickup situation. Fr. Kevin said a conversation has already arisen about renting space in our 
north parking lot (former car wash) for residents of the building. The first floor of the building is at least partially 
retail space. Fr. Kevin says the building will definitely have an effect. We need to look at how we can set up school 
drop-off and pickup both during construction and post construction. We may have to use the north lot. We may also 
ask for traffic restrictions in areas around the school during certain times of day. 

      Council asked if vacating St. Louis is a possibility and Fr. Kevin says it is possible. We would be in favor as 
would John Hoban who has the property on the Northwest corner of St. Louis and Colfax, so ¾ of property owners 
would support such an idea. 
 
     Greg Lorch said developers of the new building should look at the Northern Electric property across the street as 
Northern Electric wants to move but needs to secure appropriate funding from that property. 
 

 VI. Other Questions? 

      Council asked about the parish picnic. Fr. Kevin said because of the school construction, the picnic will be held 
on the Ackles Parish Center lot and will offer both indoor and outdoor seating. 

 

 

     Next Meeting:  August 27, 2015 
Respectfully submitted by Lisa Slott. 


